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These wineries take you to Europe without
leaving Wine Country

PEG MELNIK | October 1, 2021

Do you miss traveling? Do you dream of seeing the Mona Lisa at the Louvre in France or traveling to Spain to catch a flamenco
show in Seville? If the Delta variant of the coronavirus has convinced you to stay local for the time being, you still can play the
tourist and take in the beauty of Europe on this side of the pond by visiting these six wineries with a European sensibility.

DOMAINE CARNEROS IN NAPA:

The hillside chateau, with terraces overlooking a weave
of vines, has a grand staircase and marble-floor salons. In
the entryway, there’s a portrait of Madame de

Pompadour, who famously introduced sparkling wine to DOMAINE CARNEROS.
the court at Versailles. She declared it “the only wine that By
a woman can drink and remain beautiful” TAITTINGER

The chateau, founded in 1987, was inspired by the classic
18th century Chateau de la Marquetterie, the home of
Chateau Taittinger in Champagne, France. Claude
Taittinger decided to plant American roots with the goal
of creating a hybrid, a bubbly that married the best of
France and California.

Visitors will likely want to explore a range of options and
curate their own experience. You can taste flights of
sparkling, still wine or both, ranging from $40 to $60 per
person. There are a la carte choices for food pairings,
from artisanal cheese and local charcuterie plates to
smoked salmon and caviar.

An upscale tasting option, $150 per person, is called the
Art of Sabrage. While sipping sparklers and snacking on
food pairings, visitors learn the history, legend and

technigue of the flamboyant sabering practice {opening a bottle with a saber) that dates back to the Napoleonic era.

Three tasty bottlings that will impress Francophiles are the flagship Le Réve (“the dream”in French) Blanc de Blancs, the Brut
Rose Cuvée de la Pompadour and the Famous Gate Pinot Noir.

The winery has 400 acres of vineyards in the Carneros region, which spans the base of Sonoma and Napa valleys. With its
proximity to San Pablo Bay, Domaine Carneros takes advantage of the morning fog and breezy afternoons that are ideal for
growing pinot noir and chardonnay, grapes that produce the winery’s notable sparklers.

1240 Duhig Road, Napa, 707-257-0101, domainecarneros.com



