the drunken cyclist

I have three passions: wine, cycling, [
travel, family, and math.
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The Fourth Annual World’s Largest Blind Tasting of

American Sparkling Wine (Part Four with Final Results)
Posted on December 24, 2021

This past week, | conducted another Blind Tasting at our humble little
abode here in Houston, to which | normally invite other wine writers from
the area. This year, however, | had to conduct the tasting solo as | have
spent each of the last three weekends attending funerals. Thus, | limited
the attendees to my lovely wife (who has a fantastic palate) and me. As
you may recall, | conduct a tasting of American True Rosés in the Spring,
and the second was this Fall when | tasted through American Pinot Noirs.
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% 2014 Domaine Carneros Le Réve, Carneros, CA:

Retail $120. 100% Chardonnay. Pale yet brilliant straw in the glass
with an amazing nose, really. Freshly baked pear tart, macadamia
nut, crushed rock, holy cow. This wine is so lovely on the nose that
| hesitate to even take a sip as | fear it could only go downhill from
this heavenly aroma. Nope. Yowza, whoa, holy cow, and WTF? This
is simply gangbusters with intense fruit, a gripping but also
balancing acidity, and a French bakery incredibleness that few
domestic sparklers could match. Whoa. Above all of that,
impossibly? The finish lasts for days, maybe weeks.

EXTRAORDINARY. 97 POINTS.
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