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Australian-style
red bubbly is a
grown-up pleasure

By W, Blae Gray
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m W o sparkiing wine? Red? That's

sty — wmibess v e Aasstralian

Fed bubbly i a winemaker's inside ke in
Cermany. Vinkners changed the spelling of thear
searne o ol Troam “kaile pople™ 1o “kalis snte™ wn
the meintng wosid b "endd dueck ™ rather than
Ihe ponee secnrate "rodd ed” that rellects the
Ieftever wanes frem which it's made there

Red sparkling wine is a hightweight tnifle in
faly and ]l'hl.-.rEu"l-!. somrces Of swesl frry fed
wines thal peaked in populartty o the Unibed
States in the 1980k before their bubbles burst a5
Amenican drinkers god all grown-up

Leave it to Ausiralia, a nation of jokesters. lo
take sparkimng red wine senously — or 23 wn-
ously g3 they take anviling Down Under,

“Back home, i you go to someone’s house, the
first wine st of evervone's fridge 15 2 sparkling
red,” s Aussie native Mick Schroeter, nowvice
preddent and winemaker for Gevser Peak Win.
ery in Geyserville,
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ssipnithing I Amerieans who expect graps soda
pop, Fim of ail, sthev'oe dry, And they're nog
irRiEy ligarweighia They have the chigracier of
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The Chronicle’s Wine Selections: Culifornia Rhone Blends
& Mise. Red Varietals

Here are the pane! picks from the 35 California Bhone blends and miscellaneous red varietals tasted for today

YWine Price Body Dryness Comments

2001 Epiphany fodney's  $30  Medium- Doy Rig, juicy, very ripe style; dusky blackberry pie, berry jam,
Vineyard Sania Barhara S sernidry  spice and anise nose; similar favors; could use mors sinic-
County Revelation Red ture; long finish. Low oroduction,

2004 Frontler Red $10  Medium- Dry Very good. Coffee nose with aromas and flavors of ripe juicy

Lot No. 41 full biackberry, dark cherry, currant, pencit lead, wmdhdw
Salifornla Red Wine Mbﬂcﬂdﬁ)}dﬂlm long finish.

Wattle Creek Winery is the other
— whose product [ tasted that even
approaches the quality of good
ones from Down Under. Not sur-
prisingly, Geyser Peak and Wattle
Creek both have Australian wine-
makers.

“¥When you grow up in the Ba-
rossa Valley, vou get used to having
it around,” says Michael Scholz,
winemaker for Wattle Creck in ——— ————
Cloverdale. “We like to drink it.” SN ae et




