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How This Wet, Wild Winter In California Wine
Country Could Have Unexpected Benefits
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Unusual weather throughout much of the United States this
winter has been the subject of speculation, consternation, and
obsession across the country. Springlike heat in the
Mid-Atlantic and flooding rains in the West have wreaked
havoc a i i i he past two
month n River, the latter

Brice Jones, of Emeritus Vineyards, pointed
Califor out that “it has slowed us down [with pruning],
but we usually start early and finish early. This

vineyar year we will likely finish the same time as

have ¢ % everyone else. The vineyards just are too

least, n 'S& muddy to walk in and it's never good to prune
when it's wet if you want to prevent disease.”

Ramey Wine Cellars, David Ramey noted in an email.
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Christopher Howell, Wine-Grower and GM at Cain Vineyard and Winery and one of the most incisive minds in the business, is
taking the long view. “Our dramatic hillsides were carved over millennia by rains just like these,” he wrote in an email.

“Ironically, now that we have planted vineyards, we want nothing to change. But despite our best efforts,
change is inevitable. Our cover crop has worked perfectly to prevent runoff and erosion. Thanks to our
attentive crew, the surface drains have worked very well.




