FINEWINE

o my first trip to Robe
In my defense, that’s

snugglesup tothe backsideof Howel When I as} c i . his voice drops
1 Napa. In some ways, the location . Ab creaseshis fce.
r from the hustle of Napa Valley yet

meandering with squigely roads and s i
for space with ordered rows of g

vand out. By the time | found the.
T was almost an hour late, as well as hu ngineer,
i wemoved to the East Bay area of San Francisco, After that, |
everal buikdings on sie thealways remember wine s Dads serions passion n.n\nu..
1.1 pushed th . of Ing]
“atching my breath, 1 o the wine o time, there was 10 wi

stednglenook
) lovely—so f
all of them tucking into a communal plate of pething complet
sandwiches prepared by the local me; %
Foley looked upat
“Bathroom’s down the hall” Upon my re
bottle ofw. : dwich."Digin!” he
andwich, Dut ther

On my second visit, Foley again offered me a grocery- i ounding of Baloma (1997, his own Robert Foley
ndwich. Twasn't hun ditdown butwe Vi 8). Hourglass and Switchback Ridge (1999).
Ihen there wa and Engel Family Winery (2000)
DosLagoson Atlas
M

owned by

ongride to the Sacramento airport. - inaugural 2007 vintage Cabernet Sauvignon.) Anoth
atui “\lw heduled my four e lea is Red Hook Winery on I, nd, New \n|k W
Foley works with Abe Scho
ident winer
ues to Long |
e of the darkly e gsomuch,but
oaktable and leans oraand, :

BOB FOLEY : .fJ],.'..‘."'""“dM.I%h i ”1 ‘I'I..'.'."il.,;"{'I,C.";.'.»:l ': """".".'._';""‘,"'.""""L..)'“.fo‘f,'l."{lfﬁfII}'."""(
ALL IN HIS O\‘\I TINIE sterthan me hobbling bt ill 00 slow

I ook forlornly at the tabletop: “No sandwiches?” He
scowls. “No tim o much to do!” His intensity rocks me
cl ally.” |

Ben Weinberg meets the irrepressible Bob Foley and finds a man e
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ASI((‘)I'HOLHS'I&SS in 1992 Dr Mark

Kliewer, dean of viticulture at Davis, told proprietor Jeff
Smith that his hill could be one of the premier Cabernet
Sauvignon sites in Napa. He explained that the valley is
shaped like an hourglass, and Smith's site defines the
narrowest point in an area known for stellar Cabernet
(neighbors include Grace Family, Colgin's Tychson Hill,
Duckhorn, and Vineyard 29). Smith enlisted the help of
family friend and fellow bandmate Foley, and annual
production now hovers near 1,000 cases, with a new
winery in Calistoga recently completed.
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