¥snooth DISCOVER EXPLORE

DRINK GREAT WINE Top Lists / Articles / Videos Grapes / Regions / Winerles Best Deals / Compare Prices

Search millions of wines E

Log In or Sign up

EXPLORING ZINFANDEL: LODI

Discovering the secret of Lodi’s great Zins.
June 3, 2014 By Gregory Dal Piaz

Last week | began my summer time look at Zinfandel by
focusing on Mendocino and lake counties, two regions that
have limited presence in the Zin lovers mind. Today I'm
taking a different tact and focusing instead on lodi, a
veritable Zin lovers paradise.

Why you ask?

Well simply put it's a region that not only has a great

climate for Zinfandel, with warm days and cool nights, not
to mention lots of drying breezes, but it's also not been a
secret that Lodi is a great place to grow grapes,and in
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wines I'm talking about are mostly from gnarly old head pruned vines. You're not going to get a
mechanical harvester through those vines. gentle hands and a good eye are in high demand when the
fruit from these vines needs to be brought in. And what stunning fruit it can be. Hundred year old vines
have something special about them. Their deep roots and naturally low yields seem to be able to
endure to vagaries of the growing season much more smoothly than younger vines. They tend to
produce more balanced wines as well, often a bit lower in fruit and alcohol but with more nuance and
detail on the palate.

Not all Lodi Zinfandel is lime this of course, not even all old vine Zin from lodi, because Lodi does in fact
have terroir. We like to think that terror is reserved from old slopes and craggy vineyards but even
here in Lodi terroir is on grand display. Consider if you will the style difference that one finds in
Eastside Lodi versus Westside Lodi wines. The east side has a lower water table, and sits further from
the Delta breezes. Berry size tends to be smaller and the concentration of fruit in those berries
particularly intense.




